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Dates to Remember
January 1, 2021
January 18, 2021
January 20, 2021
January 26, 2021
February 2, 2021
February 12, 2021
February 14, 2021
February 23, 2021

Happy New Year
Martin Luther King's Birthday
Presidential Inauguration Day
LCHGS Executive Board Meeting
Groundhog Day
Lincoln's Birthday
Valentine's Day
LCHGS Executive Board Meeting

Please feel confident even though we are closed to
walk in patrons, if you have or want aid with a
research question, we are more than willing to help
with your request.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends of LCHGS,
The year is over and life at the center has not
changed a whole lot. We are still closed for walk in
patrons, but we continue to do research for people
that contact us. We are to a point now where, if you
feel you need to come to the center, please call or
email us to discuss a possible work around. We are
still busy with the project of transferring microfilm
to digital and putting away all the wonderful
treasures that have been donated since March 2020.
We have gotten many new acquisitions, books etc.,
from people sorting out their libraries or storage
areas. I love it when I walk into the center and there
is something new on the office table to look at.
We are sending out the membership application
one more time with this newsletter. If you are able
to read this newsletter online, but you don't have
access to a printer to print out an application, just
email us or call us at 815-284-1134 and ask to have
one sent to you by regular mail. We are more than
happy to help you in this way. Keep in mind that
this is your last newsletter for 2021 if you don't
renew your membership by the end of February.
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I could go on and on about the same thing, but
instead I did a search on Newspapers.com for
something that would spark my interest. This article
was in the Nov 15, 1910 Dixon Telegraph. It was
titled, "Long Hard Winter Due, Says Muskrat.
ANIMALS DIG DEEPER TO MAKE HOME FOR
COMING SEASON.

Winona, Minn., Nov. 12 – The coldest
winter in many years is approaching, forecasts
to the contrary notwithstanding, trappers say
they know because the muskrat, preparing to
take refuge in his winter abode, has warned
them also to prepare well to keep away the
cold.
The little muskrat furnishes inside
information to the trappers and in other years
he has very accurately foretold the degree of
chill that is to be expected.
When the muskrat's home is shallow and
small, the weather will be mild. But when the
little animal digs deeply and well and makes
provision in a large winter abode to store a big
supply of food, the winter storm king's blasts
will flow long and frigidly. Then the trapper
makes plans for cold and protected season.
With feverish industry the muskrat today is
digging large and strong his home along the
sloughs of the Mississippi. Nature also has
provided the little animal with a winter
overcoat of fur that is heavier than in years, say
trappers."
That being said, shelter in place, wear your
mask, and enjoy the prospect of freedom from the
virus in a few short months.
Sincerely,
Jan Conkrite, President LCHGS
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Winnebago War (1827)
Wrongly informed that the U.S. had executed
two of their warriors, and thinking other tribes
would support them due to widespread white
incursions on Indian land, a party of Ho-Chunk
from LaCrosse attacked settlers near Prairie du
Chien in the last week of June, 1827. They killed
two men and assaulted a child before returning to
their village. On June 30th, a keelboat passing that
village was attacked because the Ho-Chunk
believed it was the same one whose crew had
recently abducted and raped several Indian women.
In response, the U.S. Army moved troops up
from St. Louis, local militia units were hastily
formed, and a total of ca. 600 soldiers assembled at
Prairie du Chien. Another 100 militia were gathered
at Green Bay, where 125 Menominee, Oneida and
Stockbridge warriors joined in support of them. In
late August these two forces converged from
different directions on the assembled Ho-Chunk
near Portage. On Sept. 2, 1827, Ho-Chunk tribal
leaders surrendered the warrior Red Bird and five
others, and further bloodshed was avoided. Red
Bird died in prison and the other warriors were
tried, sentenced to death, but ultimately pardoned.
Wyman, Mark. The Wisconsin Frontier, 1998

Black Hawk War, (April - August 1832)
Black Hawk War, brief but bloody war from
April to August 1832 between the United States and
Native Americans led by Black Hawk
(Ma-ka-tai-me-she-kia-kiak), a 65-year-old Sauk
warrior who in early April led some 1,000 Sauk,
Fox, and Kickapoo men, women, and children,
including about 500 warriors, across the Mississippi
River to reclaim land in Illinois that tribal
spokesmen had surrendered to the U.S. in 1804. The
band’s crossing back into Illinois spurred fear and
anger among white settlers, and eventually a force
of some 7,000 mobilized against them—including
members of the U.S. Army, state militias, and
warriors from various other Indian peoples. Some
450–600 Indians and 70 soldiers and settlers were
killed during the war. By 1837 all surrounding tribes
had fled to the West, leaving most of the former
Northwest Territory to white settlement. Among
those who participated in various roles during the
war were a number of men who would figure
prominently in U.S. history, including future U.S.
presidents Abraham Lincoln and Zachary Taylor,
longtime military leader and presidential candidate
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Winfield Scott, and Jefferson Davis, who would
become president of the Confederate States of
America.
By James E. Lewis, Jr., Associate Professor of History at
Kalamazoo College.

Fort Winnebago
Fort Winnebago was a 19th-century fortification
of the United States Army located on a hill
overlooking the eastern end of the portage between
the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers east of present-day
Portage, Wisconsin. It was the middle one of three
fortifications along the Fox-Wisconsin Waterway
that also included Fort Howard in Green Bay,
Wisconsin and Fort Crawford in Prairie du Chien,
Wisconsin. Fort Winnebago was constructed in
1828 as part of an effort to maintain peace between
white settlers and the region's Native American
tribes following the Winnebago War of 1827. The
fort's location was chosen not only because of its
proximity to the site of Red Bird's surrender in the
Winnebago War, but also because of the strategic
importance of the portage on the Fox-Wisconsin
Waterway, a heavily traveled connection between
the Great Lakes and the Mississippi River. Fort
Winnebago's location near the portage allowed it to
regulate transportation between the lakes and the
Mississippi.
With the exception of the participation of troops
from the fort in the 1832 Black Hawk War, Fort
Winnebago was not involved in any combat
operations during its occupation by the U.S. Army.
Instead, the garrison, which from 1829 to 1831
included Lt. Jefferson Davis (later President of the
Confederate States of America), was put to work in
building a military road between Portage and Fond
du Lac, Wisconsin, and assisting with the relocation
of the Ho-Chunk Nation from Wisconsin to
Minnesota during the 1840s. In 1845, the absence of
any real threat to peace in the region prompted the
abandonment of the fort. Nine years later the site
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was sold into private hands, and in 1856 a fire
destroyed much of the fort.

Fort Dixon
"…August 14, 1832, the troops were mustered out
at Dixon's Ferry by Lieutenant Robert Anderson and
disbanded by General Scott. Thus, ended the Black
Hawk war, which in our backward glance at time
we little understand or appreciate…
…Dixon's Ferry was at that time the central point of
interest between Chicago, then a small frontier past,
and the Mississippi. The settlers from Rockford
being obliged to go there for their mail. From 1829
to 1835 all the emigration to Galena and the lead
mines crossed the river there. It was made up of all
conditions and sorts of men. There the red man
came to barter their furs, and there the chiefs
gathered in solemn council. There during the war
the troops rendezvoused because it was the most
central position for supplies, and the most
advantageous ground for maneuvering both. There
was built the most pretentious fort in the state. It
consisted of two block houses situated on the north
bank of the river a few rods west of the ferry. It was
guarded by a company of infantry, thus assuring the
safety of the crossing to all. There the wandering red
men bade a last farewell to their hunting grounds,
and south a home beyond the great river, where they
hoped to escape the onward march of the white
man. There Father Dixon distributed the forty
thousand rations sent from Rock Island for them.
There were gathered citizen soldier who had held
every office in the gift of the people, and who had
achieved honor and success. There at a little outpost
in a prairie wilderness was assembled a group of
men whose fame has spanned the world. Would that

time permitted me to call the roll, to, "Roll back the
tide of time and raise the faded forms of other days."
In fancy's dream we would see Father Dixon, the
first white settler, the noble representative of a
proud ambitious race, exchanging the courtesies of
left with untaught savages, and they called him
friend. Born at a time when the republic had name
but not a history, and gifted with rare unselfishness,
justice, and patriotism he exerted all his energies to
uplift degraded humanity."

Painting of Fort Dixon, Loveland Museum
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Recollections of the Pioneers of Lee County, 245-246
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