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Dates to Remember
March 17
March 20
March 23
April 1

April 2
April 4
April 12
April 15
April 27

St. Patrick's Day
Spring Equinox! Yeh!
Executive Board Meeting
May call or email center to make a
reservation for in person research –
masks required
Good Friday
Easter
160th Anniversary of the beginning of the
Civil War
Income Tax Day
Executive Board Meeting

Please feel confident even though we are closed to walk
in patrons, if you have or want aid with a research
question, we are more than willing to help with your
request.

President’s Message
Dear Members and Friends of LCHGS,
Here we are at the official "1-year closed"
newsletter. Our doors closed in the middle of March
2020.
My hope is to get all the volunteers vaccinated
and then our doors will open for all. As of the end of
this month, I will be done with my vaccinations and
2 weeks out. So, if you promise to wear a mask, we
will be ok with a reservation being made for a visit to
do research at the center. This would be starting
April 1st, 2021. If you email the center, we will
receive it right away and arrange for a volunteer to
work with you. If you call the center, I might not see
that you have called for a couple days. So, last
minute people will have to email us at
leecountyhgs@gmail.com.
On the 21st of March we will celebrate spring!
Someone said they saw a robin frolicking in the snow
this past weekend. Poor robin. We haven't seen grass
for a very long time.

The center has been closed, but we have been
working on a few research projects. I have gotten to
know the "ins and outs" of the land records at the
courthouse. Every time I work on a project, I learn a
little more. Any local historian would be tickled to
see the original deed index for people who formed
our county. Last week I ran across the deed index for
John Dixon selling property to John Dement. And
then, later in the book John Dement was selling
property to others. A couple other names that popped
up and caught my attention were Crawford and
Fellows. Oh my, going through these books made me
wish I had access to a "time machine."
In the newspaper you probably noticed that
"Founder's Day", which is always April 11th, is being
advertised as "to be announced." I called Mainstreet
and they said they have a plan this year to make it
"covid safe." They are at the beginning stages of
planning something virtual. We will see how that
works out. Please watch the newspaper and
multimedia for further announcements on this. I will
be posting updates on Facebook and our webpage.
This brings me to a request. I am thinking we
need to do an "Instagram" page. Jim Higby has been
great keeping our Facebook page very interesting,
and I am hoping he keeps this up for a very long
time. With the "younger than me" group, I would like
to venture into Instagram. If there are any members
who feel comfortable in this format, email or give us
a call.
I am excited with the anticipation of sharing our
resources again at 113 S. Hennepin Ave. Happy
Spring!
Sincerely,
Jan Conkrite, President LCHGS
Executive Board
President
Jan Conkrite
Vice-President
John Virnich
Treasurer
Rena Burgess
Recording Secretary
Diane Schoaf
Corresponding Secretary
Donna Misner
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Oliver W. Kellogg
Compiled & Written by Jan Conkrite

Oliver White Kellogg, son of Rev. Seth Kellogg,
was born in New York in 1783. He was married two
times before marrying his third wife, Sarah
Sherwood, born in New York City, April 25, 1787.
She was Rebecca Sherwood Dixon, John Dixon's
wife's sister. They were the daughters of Israel and
Mary Lockwood Sherwood, who were born in New
York.
On March 3, 1827 Oliver W. Kellogg and his
wife Sarah had a daughter. She was born at Fancy
Creek, six miles from Springfield, Illinois. Her
name was Ann Elizabeth Kellogg.
O.W. Kellogg was a pensioner of the War of
1812. He volunteered from Cohocton, Steuben Co.,
New York, under Captain John Kennedy and
Colonel Caleb Hopkins. In the battle of Fort Erie,
September 17, 1814, he received a bayonet wound
in his left side near his lungs and in his back near
his kidneys. He also had an injury in his hip from a
fall. He was assisted off the battlefield by a friend,
John C. Smith. He was discharged in September
1815. In the Black Hawk War, he acted as guide for
the army.
In an article that Jim Dixon shared with us,
O.W. Kellogg arrived in Sangamon County in 1820,
the same year the Dixons settled in that county.
Shortly thereafter, in 1822, Kellogg married Sarah
Sherwood. In Sarah S. Kellogg's obituary, it stated
she arrived at Sangamon County in the year 1820,
but it didn't say if she arrived with the Dixon group.
The Building of the Kellogg Trail
In the early spring of 1825, O.W. Kellogg kept
hearing there was no reason to go further north
while he was standing at the end of the fields at the
border of Fort Clark. He was facing the great
wilderness stretching to the state of Wisconsin. He
knew about the area in northwestern corner of the
state, named the Fever River Settlement or La
Pointe, and so decided to gather his limited baggage
and do what he could to make a trail through that
wilderness.
According to Charles Knapp Carpenter,
"Kellogg's achievement to open up the trail to
Northern Illinois may be compared to that of
Columbus crossing the Atlantic Ocean to discover
the western continent. The making of that trail or
rather the charting of a wagon-road called the
Kellogg Trail influenced the settlement of Northern

Illinois.”
Kellogg's equipment was simple. For such an
undertaking, baggage had to be reduced to a
minimum; a horse and light wagon, a small quantity
of essential food, hunting and fishing outfits (for he
had to subsist largely upon what he could obtain
along the way), a compass to steer by, a hatchet to
blaze trees and prepare wood for fires, perhaps a
blanket, and that was enough to get started. The first
leg of his journey was up the Illinois River.
In the years that followed Kellogg's deed, many
roads were laid out and many offshoots penetrated
new regions, but the name of Kellogg endures as the
one who blazed the trail that opened the settlement
of the land from Fort Clark to Galena.
The Early History of Northern Illinois 1948 by
Charles Knapp Carpenter

He crossed the Rock River about three miles
east of Dixon and passed over the prairie lying
between the Polo and Mount Morris of today,
touching the western part of West Grove in the
present township of Lincoln and continuing
northerly and northwesterly to Galena. Another trail,
the Boles Trail, was later formed, that had a more
direct route. Rock River Valley, Royal Brunson Way 1926
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As soon as his trail was forged, news got out by
word of mouth.
Immediately a procession started northward up
the trail. Men were streaming afoot, on horseback,
and in wagons drawn by oxen or horses. Some were
adventurers, others were traders or hunters. Some
were men seeking the ore or planning a home in the
wilderness. This continued until winter set in,
making travel impossible.
The next spring (1826) before the ice had gone
out of Rock River, 200 wagons were waiting on the
south bank of the river to be ferried across by the
Indians. The crossing was interesting. Two canoes
were placed side by side with the right wheels of the
wagon in one canoe, the left in the other. While the
Indians ferried the wagon across, the horses were
forced to swim. Then the wagons creaked on toward
the Fever River Settlement."
The Early History of Northern Illinois 1948 by
Charles Knapp Carpenter

From 1800 to 1822 government records showed
170 tons a year on the Mississippi River all being
carried by boats and barges. In 1827, after the
Kellogg trail was charted, the output was 2500 tons
per year. In 1829 the output was 6700 tons. From
there it kept on increasing.
The year of 1827 was important for another
reason: it marked the beginning of rural maildelivery in northern Illinois. A man named Clemson
obtained a contract from the government to carry
mail from Fort Clark (Peoria) to La Pointe (Galena.)
The next year, 1828, this contract was taken over by
John Dixon who was Kellogg's brother-in-law. He
or his son drove a hack, or small stage, and a trip
was supposed to be made once a week. At this time
Dixon made his residence in Fort Clark. There was
continuous mail-service from this time on.
In 1829 Oliver moved his family to Kellogg's
Grove, to which he gave the name, but before his
arrival it was known as Burr Oak Grove.
1830 - Connection to John Dixon Family
In 1830 John Dixon moved his family to Ogee's
Ferry. In 1831 the Dixons, who were Kellogg's
sister and brother-in-law, were strongly urging the
Kellogg family to settle near them. So, Kellogg
moved his family to Buffalo Grove, where for some
years he kept a public house. There were but four
large rooms in the house, but no other "tavern"
being within many miles, they sometimes
accommodated as many as fifty in one night. beds

were laid all over the floors, while some slept
wrapped in their blankets, thankful to be under the
shelter of a roof. When the rush to the mines set in,
they would often serve as many as two hundred
extra meals in a day, of which little Ann Elizabeth
would keep count with kernels of corn. There were
three Indian outbreaks, once during the Blackhawk
war, once prior. and another time later. Mr. Kellogg
served as a scout or guide during the time of that
war.
1831 Excerpt from Juliette Kinzie's Diary
In the book Wau-Bun, The Early Day in the
North-West Juliette M. Kinzie tells of going from
Fort Winnebago to Dixon Ferry with their route
leading them to Chicago. It is March 1831 and the
first cabin they arrive at is Alexander Hamilton
son's abode which was a rough cabin. They had
already spent one night camped under a rough tent
made with poles and canvas in a terrible snowstorm
where the tent collapsed under the snow. The third
day they made it to O.W. Kellogg's cabin and were
greeted by Mr. and Mrs. Kellogg. It was a nicer
cabin, and Mrs. Kellogg greeted them with a warm
fire and good food. This account tells of life at that
period of time.
"Kellogg's was a comfortable mansion, just
within the verge of pleasant ‘grove of timber,’ as a
small forest is called by western travelers. We found
Mrs. Kellogg a very respectable-looking matron,
who soon informed us she was from the city of New
York. She appeared proud and delighted to entertain
Mr. Hamilton (who traveled with their party), for
whose family, she took occasion to tell us, she had,
in former days, been in the habit of doing
needlework.
‘The worthy woman provided us an excellent
dinner, and afterwards installed me in a rocking
chair beside a large fire, with the Life of Mrs.
Fletcher to entertain me, while the gentlemen
explored the premises, visited Mr. Kellogg's "stock,
and took a careful look at their own.
‘We intended to go to (John) Dixon's the same
afternoon, but the snow beginning again to fall,
obliged us to content ourselves where we were."
Mr. Kellogg decided to accompany the Kinzies
on their journey to Chicago, their destination, and so
Mrs. Kellogg busied herself preparing for his
journey even though, "no great time was required
for Mr. Kellogg's preparations. He would take, he
said, only two days' provisions, for at his brother-in-
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law Dixon's we should get our supper and breakfast,
and the route from there to Chicago could, he well
knew, be accomplished in a day and a half.
‘It was late on the following day (March 13th),
when we took leave of our kind hostess. She loaded
us with cakes, good wishes, and messages to her
sister, Rebecca Dixon, and the children. We
journeyed pleasantly along through a country,
beautiful, in spite of its wintry appearance.
‘There was a house at Buffalo Grove at which
we stopped for half an hour, and where a nicelooking young girl presented us with some maplesugar of her own making.
‘At length, just at sunset, we reached the dark,
rapid waters of the Rock River. The ‘ferry’ which
we had travelled so far out of our way to take
advantage of, proved to be merely a small boat or
skiff, the larger one having been swept off into the
stream, and carried down in the breaking up of the
ice, the week previous.
‘My husband's first care was to get me across.
He placed me with the saddles & packs in the boat,
and as, at that late hour, no time was to be lost, he
ventured, at the same time, to hold the bridles of the
two most docile horses, to guide them in swimming
the river.
‘All being safely landed, a short walk brought us
to the house of Mr. Dixon. Although so recently
come into the country, he had contrived to make
everything comfortable around him, and when he
ushered us into Mrs. Dixon's sitting-room, and
seated us by a glowing wood fire, while Mrs. Dixon
busied herself in preparing us a nice supper, I felt
that the comfort overbalanced the inconvenience of
such a journey.
‘A most savory supper of ducks and venison,
with their accompaniments, soon smoked upon the
board, and we did ample justice to it. Travelling is
a great sharpener of the appetite, and so is
cheerfulness, and the latter was increased by the
encouraging account Mr. Dixon gave us of the
remainder of the route yet before us."
The tale goes on with Mr. Dixon explaining the
route to Chicago from Dixon Ferry including "the
care not to go too far south or you would run into
the Winnebago Swamp."
Wau-Bun, The Early Day in the North-West by
Juliette M. Kinzie published 1856

It was no uncommon occurrence for the Dixon
children to drive to Buffalo Grove in the early

morning and breakfast with the Kellogg family. One
night there had been a very heavy frost which
covered the thick prairie grass as with snow, so the
Dixon boys thought it would be a grand idea to have
a sleigh ride, and they "hitched up and drove to their
uncle's home before the frost melted.” No record is
left of the way to which they returned home.
The wolves were a source of great annoyance to
the Kellogg's, often killing a calf or a pig before
rescue could come from the house. A favorite dog
deserted them for the companionship of a pack of
wolves. He came back some time later, displaying
a most sneaking, abject appearance, but did not
remain long, for in a few days he returned to the
companions of his adoption.
While plowing the horse and plow was
sometimes followed by wolves which would devour
the mice turned up by the plow in the furrow.
The summer of 1831 Kellogg moved south of
the grove on the brow of the hill, where he added a
larger house, which six or seven years later became
known as "The Barracks" and was set aside for the
use of newly arrived emigrants until they could find
places for settlement. In 1852, this building was
demolished to give place to George D. Read's steam
sawmill.
As Mr. Kellogg was away from home when the
Black Hawk War broke out, Mrs. Kellogg was taken
in charge by the neighbors, and taken first to Dixon,
and later Galena. While Kellogg was acting as guide
for the army, his farm and house were pillaged by
the Indians who carried off everything, but not
discouraged, Mr. Kellogg resumed his farming in
1832. On December 21, 1835, Mr. Kellogg
succeeded P. Bush as Postmaster of Buffalo Grove,
and he was the first Treasurer of Ogle County.
In 1835, he assisted in laying out St. Marion,
later Buffalo Grove, and gave the land for Buffalo
Cemetery.
When the Kellogg family came to Buffalo
Grove, they were better supplied with goods than
most of the settlers, and soon controlled the
patronage of the Galena road owing to the
accommodations he was able to offer travelers.
Sarah Sherwood Kellogg
Mrs. Kellogg was greatly troubled at the lack of
educational advantages for the children and made
every effort to secure the best instruction those early
days afforded. One winter "Father Dixon" would
hire a teacher to come to his house, and the Kellogg
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children attended that school; the next winter the
teacher would hold forth at Mr. Kellogg's house and
the Dixon children would go there. Ann Elizabeth
attended school one year at Gratiot's Grove near
Galena.
Kellogg built a sawmill at Buffalo Grove, and at
it was sawed the lumber used in the first courthouse
of Lee County. The Kellogg house of Buffalo Grove
was organized on May 28, 1838, the third church of
Buffalo Grove.
Ann Elizabeth Kellogg Baker
(Daughter of O.W. and Sarah Kellogg)

In 1845 Ann Elizabeth was married to Eli B.
Baker, and the year following they went to Dixon to
live. Their home was the A.S. Dimick house on the
corner of Main and Ottawa streets. In 1849 Mr.
Baker went to California with many others who were
drawn by the recent gold discoveries. Mrs. Baker was
put to sore straits sometimes to provide for herself
and their little family while he was pursuing his long,
weary way across the continent. After he made his
fortune, he was able to send home the means with
which to provide a home of their own, and during his
absence Mrs. Baker built the house on the corner of
Boyd street and north Ottawa avenue, now owned by
Rufus Forsyth. (1893) Some years later she became
associated with Mrs. Jane Little in the millinery and
dress-making business, which was carried on
successfully for some years.
Mrs. Baker was always ready to go to the
assistance of the sick – at one time taking care of a
cholera patient, prior to the epidemic, until death
ensued. Latterly, during some years she adopted the
profession of nurse, and how excellent she was in
that capacity. She was certified to by many who had
received her unremitting care. She has been a woman
"of sorrow and acquainted with grief," for, of her five
children, but one remained (1893) – her youngest, an
invalid son, to whom she devoted her life. Two of
her children met their death in the terrible bridge
disaster of 1873. We, in whose midst she has lived
these many years appreciate her worth and know how
bravely she has borne all her afflictions.

Reverend Oliver W. Kellogg, April 25, 1788 - Dec. 28, 1849

Sarah Sherwood Kellogg was listed in the 1850
census as living with her daughter, Ann E. Baker, in
Dixon.
Death of Sarah Sherwood Kellogg
On the 24th day of February, 1854 Sarah died of
lung fever, after a short illness, at the residence of her
son-in-law, E.B. Baker, Esq. in this place, in the 67th
year of her life. In the obituary it told of her birth and
that Mr. Dixon and Mr. Kellogg were among the first
settlers in the Rock River country. "They were here
together during the trying scenes of the Black Hawk
War; and from her activity in the varied scenes
through which she has been called to pass, she has
identified her name with the history of the Rock
River country. The deceased became a member of the
Baptist Church in 1810 in her native state, and on her
removal to the west in the year 1820, she joined that
body of people, and so remained up to the time of her
decease. She was a person of marked character,
strong mind, active and zealous in the cause of
religion; her loss is deeply felt by the numerous
friends who survive her, and to the Church, of which
she was a member, the loss irreparable.
Dixon Telegraph 9 Mar 1854

Recollections of the Pioneers of Lee County 1893

Death of O.W. Kellogg
Until 1846, O.W. Kellogg lived in Buffalo
Village, but had to sell out and went to live in Tipton,
Iowa, where he became Pastor of the Methodist
Church. He died on December 28, 1849 while on a
visit to his daughter at Dixon, Illinois. He was sixtyone years old. He is buried at Oakwood Cemetery.
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403 E. First St., Dixon, IL 61021
(815) 288-5531
www.ksbhospital.com info@ksbhospital.com
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